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Tf Reader, 
Ince it is undeniable, the Import of 
that great controverſie betwixt the 
Romiſh and Reformed Church this 
day, s ſuch as concern the meaneſt 
within the Church, no leſs than the more 
knowing axd learned , and that to be a Pro- 
tftant in earneſt, mult neceſſarily require a 
ſeeing the Truth with their own eyes, yea ſuch 
8 Faith as is the reſult of a judgment wpon 
diligent ſearch, convinced by the Scripture, 
fir by theſe only can the Truth be loved, and 
yiſed, wb) know it : How ſad an appearance 
may it now be in ſuch an hour of tryal, and 
of the power of darkneſs, when the adverſary 
# at work every-where to ſow Tares, that (1 
few even of theſe who ſeem ſerious in profeſ- 
fing the Truth, can give a cl-ar a-cornt of the 
qroſneſs of Popery, or of the ſolid grounds 
if the Proteſtant Doftrine, when aſſaulted by 
ſeducers, but lie naked thereto, as without 
any defence. though ſuch abundant and clear 
wht be beld forth for that end , yea at a ſad 
A 2 diſ- 


diſadvantage to hold faſt their profeſſion i 
ſuffering , if 4s in former times our tridf- 
ſhould be ſtated on ſuch an account ! beſidet— 
the viſible hazard ſo many young ones are ig 

in this generation, to ve made a prey of, ani 
eaſily poiſoned with errour, who but ſeldu 
work ow in their age and riper years, wh 
then they drink, in in their youth, If tos 
ſuch this ſmall eſſry might be of uſe, I meal \- 
theſe, whoſe age, want of time, indiſpeſuil- 
on to rea, or leathneſs to be at expenſe uf 
buying Books, ſeems-tq let their improving Q 
what us written more largely by others, Ima. 
then ſay with ſame confidence,the Author bat 

not loſt his deſire and aim, whatever acceptane 

it ſhould have with others. The time haſteneti, 
when that only which tendeth to peace in Jon, 
ſus Chrift, will abide and lye near tothe ſi h 
when the teſtimony of men will be of ſmall var 
lue. Tſhall but add, which I fear not to wi 
neſs, That nothing # here charged on the Rodin 
miſh Adverſary 9s their principle, whine 
their own greateſt Writers, or the DoCirine off «| 
the Courcil of Trent do not clearly atteſt. ark 


/ 
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ab ſhort and plain Account of 
'F the Romiſh Docrines, Sc. 


SECT: L 


Ince cur greateſt intereſt here; 
is to know the truth and cer- 
tainty of that Religion we 
profeſs, What's to be under- 

dd by the Proteſtent reformed Rel:gion; 
h under ſuch a deſignation it is now held 

hh? Anſc If we conſult the Scripture, 

to whole tryal this offereth it ſelf, it 
May be clearly (een that it is no new. Do- 

\Atrine brought in on the World, but the 

Muth of Chriſtianity; by the good hand 

# the Lord on the reformed Church, 

qorfeſſed, aſſerted, and purged from the 
prruptions of Popery 3 and hath the ve- 
jſame grounds to prove'it; which the 

nſtian Religion hath. Qs. Is it not 
late fince the name of Proteſtant, much 

Was a Church, was known, and from 
viſible appearances but little, to evi- 

B dence 


dence its being and ſucceſſion in t 
World, when Popery for many Ages hal 
a conſpicuous and flouriſhing State ? Al 
We deny not the Reformation to be lat 
and that name of Proteftant, which hu tl 
its riſe from a ſolemn Proteſtation of 6 


veral Princes and Cities againlt Popey} 5 
But theſe alſo are demonſtrably clear, i} if 
How it is the ſame Truth, and Religiaſ-#t 
of the Apoſtles and Primitive Churdy, to 
whercin they walked, though in a graf 2 
meaſure after darkned, as Antichgiſtux © 


iſm grew up z which hath been unanſge © 
ably proved to the World, 2. Thatil fi 
the whole Scripture no ground can - 
ſhewed, for a continual viſibility of tq- 0 
Church, as an unite body and in a flov! 1 08 
riſhing outward fate ; but the conty| 160 
is forccold, how obſcure, and low haſ+ th 
condition ſhould be during Antichnif 8 
reign: So as a place off hiding was tha F 
prepared for her, Rev. 12.6. 3- Ya] for 
even in theſe darkeſt times, there didnq} 10 
want ſome viſibility of the true Chindſ- Pr 
by a continued ſucceſſion of witneflaw tn 
appear for the Truth, and againſt the the 
miſh Apoltacy, which as a freſh Rin” #1 
made its way through that horrid 
without mixing with it, Qu, What te(l 


culiar grounds are there to prove this, luc 
c 


i [enforce a convidtion on others, That the 
| Protceitant Religion, this day, is the pure, 


and ancient Chiiſtian Religion? Aſc It 
men ſhut not their cycs, none can deny 
theſe grounds, as a tefi of the certainty 
thereof. 1. Its exa&t contormity to the 
Scripture, and to the genuine and per- 
{picuous ſenſe thereof, than which no- 
thing is more clear, it we will but come 


a} to the light and compare thc(e together. 


ASSESS E==S5 


2. That the Proteſtant Religion in all che 
eſlcatials thereof, is the very ſame, and 
exactly agrees with the Faith of the Chri- 
lian Church, in the firſt three centuries 3 
and for this doth appeal our adverſaries, 
to-produce one eſſential difference , be- 
twixt the one and the other, from the Re- 
cords of theſe rimes, or any Writings of 
the Fathers. 3. That no evidence can be 
given, in contending for the Chriſtian 


+ Faich again Heathens, and to hold 


forth the certainty thereof, which doth 
not undeniably an{wer to confirm the 
Proteſtant Religion, 4, That in the wri- 
tings of the greateſt Adverſariics, and 


| their moſt bitter inveRives againſt Chri- 


Rianity, who in the firſt times did oppoſe 


- themſelves to the ſame DoGtrine the Pro» 


teſtant Church now owns and profeſſeth 4 
luch as Celſas, Trypbon, Porphyrie, Lucian, 
B 2 KC. 


pery in any of theſe Articles, againſt 
which the Proteſtant Church contendy, 
nor of the Romiſh Supremacy and Infgl- 
libility, where they could have had f 
great advantage to object againit the Chi 
tiian Ciuſe, and call irs whole Truth in 
quettion: Nor did the Jews then, who 
obje&ed all they could againſt the Chri- 
ttian Faith, in the leaft once mention any 
ſuch points, as are now controverted be- 
twixt them and us. 5. It is clear from 
unqueſtionable Hiltory, and confeflion of 
our Adverſaries, that a continued ſucceſ- 
fi-n of Orthodox DoCtors, who did con» 
teſs and teach the ſame Doctrine, for the 
ſubltance thereof, that we own, have in no 
times been wanting to the Church, nor 
ſome viſible party to withſtand Popery,and 
keepup a witnels to the Truth, even in 
the greateſt darkneſs; fo as the Romilh 
Writers are forced to conle(s, That the 
Pretcfiants now are the fame which the 
Waldenſes were of old, and the Berengarians 
before them, - Q«#. Doth not the Popilh 
Religion found on ſuch ſolid grounds, 
and evident principles as can bring a ſut- 
ficient certainty therewith of its own 
Truth, when it hath the Decrees, Ca 
nons, .and infallible Deciſions of their owa 
Church 


&c, There is not the leaſt mention of Po. I 


|: 


"Chtirch to warrant the ſame, and of the 
Pope! as ſupreme Head ? Anſ; According 


Its their own DoGrine and Principles, 


they can have no poſlib'e certainty of their 
Religion, ' nor of that they pretend ro 
ſound on- therein: When, 1. They are 
not agreed, nor ever-like to bez who 
that infallible Judg is, or in whom fuch 
an Infallibility as they 'claim is ſeated; 
whether- in' a general Counc1i, or in the 
Pope 'alone': So as they are in greateſt 
tatradiction to other, about the 

ſokndation of their Faith; nor is this a 
controverſic atnongſt a few, but one part 
their Chusch with greatetiheat, oppo=- 
lng the other therein. ' 2, They can have 


waſſurance if -they have any Church at 
al, and whether inoſt of their Popes, 
libops and Prieſts, be not without Bip- 
lm, and (ijll "[zicks without Ocdinaticn, 
when there Dottrine, and the Council of 
beat doth ſo expreſly hold 'the efficacy of 
Wicraments{of which they reck2n O:di- 
ation/as well as Baptiſm. to be one) to 
end on the Intention of the Prieſt who 
ates,” of which none pollibly can be 
3. Such can have no rational cer- 

aty of what they profe(s' to believe, 
Moare with their own confent ſhut out 
m all prop:zr knowledg of the Scrip- 
3 cure, 


ture, and.on. the teſtimony of. men-mi - 
re(olve their Faith, yea with a blind obe- |, 
dience intruf& their ſouls concernments to 
theſe, whoſe credit and teftimony, with- |; 
out ſome further ſurety, they would feat 

to take for a ſum of money. 4. Is it not th 
cn a matter-ot faq, and moii doubtful 
relation, all may ſce they ground their 
Faith, and adventure theix unmortal Soul, 
where ſcarce a ſhadow, or School-pros 
blem is to bear up. the whole fabrick of Po+ 
pery ; which is an alledged Prelidenceof 
Peter amovg(t the Apoſtles, while no d&|,, 
monlixation can ever be given:'that Peter |; 
was at Rome, vr that he was Biſhop there, 

or if the ſame priviledges be intailed ta|y,, 
his ſuccefſours, and how theſe ſhould be pi 
choſen in after-times ? 5, It is undeviabl| | 
alſo accordipg to their own principles|,.., 
they have no Bible nor any ſuch authet| 
tick record to prove their Religion, but|,, 
what is a Maſs of dead unſenſed Chat 
ters, that bath no articulate voice or ith 
tclligible ſound, until the Romiſh Clergy 
put a ſenſe chereon : So ithat . the vey}; 
Letter of the Scripture is'moſt evidentlf 
paſi from. For my ſelf I dare fay, b*|,.: 
fore him who knoweth alk things, thatlſy, 
would tremble and fiand in. awe of ſy, 
deceit or miſtake in the matter of K 

£101 


kn 


1, and have in greateſt earneſt ſought 
to be perſwaded of the Truth, without 
rſpe& to intereſt, party, or education, 
s that wherein I know an cternal (alva- 
ton is concerned z but can {ce no way to 
embrace Popery, except men turn A- 
theiſts, yea, quit all Religion and Reaſon 
it once, Bw, But is not Rome 'the Ca- 
tholick and Apoſtolick Church, out of 
which there is no Salvation? Axſ. We 
kow there is a Catholick Church under 
the Goſpel, that confiſts of all who em» 
ace the Chriſtian Faith, whether bond 
ir free, whether Jews .or Gentiles, and 
to no particular Nation , People, or 
Language, reſtricted, as under the Law : 
Int that the Romiſh Church can have no 
joſible claim here, is unanſwerable. r.Be- 
auſe no Inſtitution is in the whole Scrip» 
fare to be (ſhewed of ſuch a Church *as 
wnkterh of all Chriſtians ſubjected to 
me hamane Head, and ſupreme Gover- 
war under Jeſus Chrift, -on the Earth; or 
where fubjetion to the Pope js made a 
andition to Salvation, 2, It is clear that 
nthe Apoſtles rims, and for many Ages 
ter, the Chriſtian Catholick Church had 


gi0 


| 0] 
2 hich 


theing, when it had no dependence on 
the See of Rome, nor was known by any 
ch Teft, as to owa the Pope and his (u» 
B 4 preme 
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preme Jurisdiction ; except it be ave 
that there -was one Catholick Church be. 
fore the ſetting up of Papacy, andithe 6 
ther {jace, ciſentially different from the 


former. 3. There is no acce(s to def 


that they are mare, and of greater extent 
n the World, who embrace the Chriſta 
Faith, and have no communion with the 
:vce of Rome, or their DoQrine, than ſud 
who are {ubje&ed thereto. 4. As ther 
45 one Faith, and one Lord Feſus Chriſt; {6 
15 there but one body, which is bis Churh, 
unitcd to him as her head, Eph. 4. 3,4 
Which is the prerogative of the Son of 
God alone, and jincommunicable to any, 
to be the Head thereof, but he who for 
this cnd died and roſc, that he might: 
the Lord of the dead and of the living, 
Rom. 14.9. Qu. Yet is not (till the ſame 
Chriſtian Religion, at lealt for ſubſtance, 
held forth in the Popiſh DoGtrine, which 
the Protcltant'Church owns ? Anſ, What- 
ever in words ſuch pretend, their own 
Principles, and' the known D-@trine 
the Council of Trent can too viſibly 1t&- 
ſolve this, that theſe do not retain the 
ChriſtianFaith in-the efſencials thereof,but 
have razed the very foundation, who it 
ſolve not their Faith on the Scripture and 


its Divine Authority, but on a 
| fell» 


t&imony ; and deny religious worſhip to 
| bedue to the true God alone, but give it 


unto Angels and Men alſo; who lay ano- 
ther foundation to build on than Jeſus 


Chriſt, another Purgatory than his blood, 
40 purifie us from all fin, another propi- 


tiatory Sacrifice to expiate fin, than his 
Death, who was once offered to bear the ſins 
of many, Heb. 9. 28. another merit than 
his obedience, by which we are made 
righteous ; and thus make void the great 
intent of the Goſpel, laying down a way 
of Life and Salvation on the ſame terms, 
that it ſtood in the Covenant of Works; 
yea, who take on them to change the 
condition of the dead, and by a ſupreme 
abſolute power make void the exprels 
commands of the Lawgiver. Certainly 
we muſt either quit the Scriptures, or ac- 
knowledg that nothing can be more de- 
ſirufive to the Chriſtian Faith revealed 
there, than ſuch Do@trine, Qs. Is there 
not fone infallible Rule and Judg, to de- 
termine herein, on whole decifive fen- 
tence we may ſecurely reſt in the greateſt 
controverſies? Anſ, If we own our ſelves 
Chriſtians this can be no debate, that the 
&riptures contained in the 01d and New- 
Teftament are the ſupreme Judge, The 0- 
rles of God, committed to the-Church, 


Rom 


Roms. 3.2; To give Anſwers inevery dark 
calc; The Type and form of ſound 'Doftrine, 
Rom, 6. 17. Unto whoſe {ſentence we are 
in all! matters, both of Faith and Pradice, 
expreſly referred by the Lord, 1a, 8 
20. To the Law and to the Teſtimony, if 
they ſpeak, not according to this word, it i 
becanſe there is no lipht in them, 


7 & i 0 ” 


R—_ the Rule of Faith muſt be 
plain and intelligible , Can the 
Scriprure be ſuch, which according to 
the Popiſh Doctrine, is but a Maſs of 
dead and dark CharaQers, until there 
Church put a {ence thereon ? Anſ., It we 
credit its own witn-(s, K is then clear, 1. 
That it Is ſuch as make the ſimple wiſe, Pſal, 
19.7. And 1s a Light ſhining in a dark 
place, to which we are called tv take beed, 
2 Pet. 1. 19. And*A Lamp to our feet, 
Fſal. 119. 105, 2. We ſce what is writ» 
ten there was for our learning, Rom. 15.4 
And given us tor that end, that it might 
be onderfiood, 3. It is clear the promile 
of the Spirit, to lead us unto all Truth, 
Fob. 16.3. doth bclong to every Beljever, 
as well as to the greateſt DoQors of the 
Chuich,, who can pretend to no extract. 
dinary 
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linary Revelation for leading of them. 
4 We know the Fathers and Ancient 
Church , did ftill prove their Do- 
Qrine from the Scripture, as not only of 
more authority, but more clear than their 
Comments, 5. Though none do deny 
but ſome Scriptures be not ſo obvious to 
our diſcerning as others, and that ſeveral 
Prophecies are ſealed up until the times of 
their taking place in the event; yer if 
men ſtumble not at the Noon-day , no- 
thing can be more plain than the funda- 
mentals of Chriſtianity , and the Scrip. 
ture-T ruths which are neceſſary to Salva« 
tion + But the World may fee it is not its 
obſcurity, againſt which their true quar« 
rel is, but a too clear evidence, before 
which their intereſt - cannot ttand. 
Js, Yet is this a ſufhcient ground, for 
the Scripture being tranſlated into our 
own Language, ſo as every Man may read 
and have acceſs thereto, which the Ro- 
wiſh Church ſo expreſly- forbids, as the 
greateſt cauſe of Error and Herefie ? Anſ. 
We know, 1, That the command is ex- 
preſs for all to read, and teach their chil- 
dren, Dent, 6. x1. 2, That under the 
Law, the Jewiſh Church had no reſtraint; 
and ſhould the Church now be in a worſe 
caſe, and live in more darkneſs. 3. That 
upcn 
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upon. this account were the Bereans 
highly commended for examining the A«jnkt 
poltles Doctrine, by. the + written Word, | 
which they could never have done, if any pL; 
ſuch reſtraint to read the {ame had bee find 
upon them. 4. It is a (trange cure, to. 
keep from the Light for fear of » going 
wrong z and when Jcſus Chriſt faith, 
Tou err not knowing the Scriptures, Mat. 22, | 
22, That Ignorance thereot ſhould be the þ 
way to keep us right. ®©«. Is.it notes 
vident, 2-Pet. 3. 16. How there are thing 
hard to be undesfiood in Paul's Epiltlcs, 
which they who are unlearned and unitz 
ble wreſt to their own deſtruction ? - Al. 
It is there ſhewed, 1, That there are I 
ſome. things more - dark in Che Scripture, 
none do deny. 2,.We ſee theſe; whothus jlutt 
ſrumble,are (uch as wreſt theWord,differe firs 
encing them from theſe of 4 bumble, (0- 
ber, and fſcrious Spirit, by whom none Fin 
will judg the Apoſtle here means the 
whole of Believers. within the Church ex- 
cept the DoGtors thereofs Nor hath it = 
more. weight:to: forbid Chriſtians making | 
uſe ot - the Scriptures, and to read the 
ſame; than to forbid the neceſſary uſe of 
meat , b:cauſe ſome unſober abuſe the 
ſame to their hurt, ©, What induce- $1, 
ments then can the Romiſh Church have þ 
t0 


lo refrain Chriſtians in this, it it be (6 
ly croſs to the Rule? Anſ. They 
Ive ( I confeſs ) this plea, that there is 
ny (Law for neceſlity 3 fince their caſe {6 
ds, they muſt cither ruine their inter- 
#. and be diſcovered in the greateſt im- 
ng-hoſture that ever was known in the 
th;;JWorld, or have the Bible ſhut up, though 


{the poor People; nor 15 it firange (ſuch 
kte the light, whoſe deeds are evil, leſt 
key be reproved, 


les, . 

[tz SECT. II. 

If. 

are |, ]S:it not to the Church, and no pri- 
re, vate perſon, That the ſupreme 
hus \luthoriry , and power of interpreting 
fere Fe Scripture, and to be judg of the true 
{0+ Face thereof doth belong? Arſi The 
pe Finpture isThe alone Intallible Rule for 
the Frpretcing it (elf, and to none elſe but 
ex« Þthe Holy Ghoſt ſpeaking to us there, 


i ſuch Authority be aſcribed, 1. Be- 


ing Jale the Scripture is the ſupreme (tand- 
the $0, by which we are called To prove all 
of Finger, 1 Theſ.5. 21, and To know the 
the Jrits, whether they be of God or not, 1 Foh, 
ce- $1.” Yea, thus mult the DoCtiine of the 
ave Furch be-known, 2, The fence of the 
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Scripture is the Scripture it ſelf, which] 1 
thence only can be ſoughr,and underſtood} 
by the ſame Spirit which indited it, 3] 4 
We may ſee by innumerable inſtance] « 


that where in one place it fpeaks mor] f 
darkly, it doth explain it (clt in anothe;| c 
: and thus refers us to its own interprets] þ 
' tion 3 yea, how with a greater light au] x 


plainnefs truths are opencd up in the Neſt! 
Teſtament, which more darkly, and as 
der a Veil, were held forth in the Old. 


belong ? Anſ, This only ſhews the Scrip|'is 
tures Interpretation can be ſubjeQed tow] he 
bumane Comments, nor hath its Autho| to 
zity of men, and from their private judg| pr 
ments, whatever place they bear in thq'an 


nalogy of Faith; but no gr@und. in tit] ter 
lealt ro deny acccls to private Perſons, if the 


Scripture, x. What ſolid affurances 
any particular Chriſtian have, that iu 
is the true (ence of the Scripture, withod 
ſome authoritative deciſion of 
Church? Anf, We know, 1. That it 
promiſe, Fob. 7.17. fiands good to 
ry one of the Saints for their certainl)Þdyſ 
[ql 


which| this, If any man do my will, he ſhall know 
erficod} my Dodtrine, whether it be of God or not : 
it, 3] And ſuch who objet this, dare not (I 
tance] am ſure ) refirict the giving of the Spiric 
s mor] for that end to their Church. Doctors, as 
nother| that from which private Chriſtians arc 
rprets| ſhut up. 2. It »the fence of any thing 
ht al} written can be underfiood, then js it-ſure 
he Neo-the moſt weighty and neceſſary rruchs of 
d as un the Scripture are fo obvioully plain, as 
id. $i] they can bear no other ſence and meaning, 
except men quit the very uſe of Reaſon 
lf ad Judgment, 3. Whyre the Scripture 
pJ's more dark, there want not peculiar 
helps and means for a Chriſtians attaining 
to the true ſence thereof, (uch as ſerious 
prayer, to know the original languages, 
and thus repair to theſe tountains them - 
\'tlves; much advertency to the ſcope, 
nd intent of the Scripture, yea, a dex- 
x terous comparing of one place with ano- 
ther, with a prudent ule of the judg- 
ment, and commentaries of {uch as have 
written thereon, though not implicite'y 
to reſt upon them, ©#. But hath uot 
tho} the Scripture ſo different and various a 
ſence, as neceſſarily requires ſome living 
f and viſible Judge, to decide when to take 
] toenfit in a literal, or in a figurative ſence ? 
F4rſ. It concerns the Romiſh Church to 
In1- 
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impoſe divers (ences on the Scriptute, that 
it may have none at all ; though we deny 
not ſome tigurative expreſſions are there, 
the true {ence whereof muſt only be uns 
deritood from what is the obvious intent 
and ſcope of ſuch a Scripture, and not 
the very words themſelves. Such as Mz, 
5. 294 If thine eye offend thee pluck it ow, 
Plal. 91. 13. Thow ſhalt tread upon the lion 
end the dragon: But it is molt clear. 1; 
That one true and genuine (ence , the 
Scripture only hath from the words rights» 
ly underſtood, which is the literal ſence, 
and thence only Arguments can be taken' 
to prove any truth. 2. That in no truths 
neceſſary to Salvation is there any thing 
figuratively expreſſed, but what is with 
greateſt plainneſs, to the diſcerning of 
all, held forth. 3. What che Romiſh 
Church fo much pleads for, of an Ale- 
gorick,, Moral, and Typical ſence, they are 
no way different ſences of the Scripture, 
but a different application and accommo- Ft 
dation-of one and the ſame Scripture di Þ 
vers ways; in the uſe whereof much caus 
tion and ſobriety is ncedful : and though 
a neceſſary reſpect is to be had always to 
the Type and the thing Typihed ; yet, F 
even there, is the ſence fiill one and the F® 
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SECT. 4. 

Ow know you that the Scrip- 
ture is of God, or can be infal- 
bly fare of its Divinity , but by the 
Church and its Teſtimony ? Anſ.We deny 
+ |19tthis to be a peculiar motive & induce- 
tent, for a high and referent eſtcem 
thereof, and as a miniſterial help to our 
hith, though with no authoritative Do- 
he |ainion over the (ame. But 1. The 
ts |\ipture may be clearly known by its 
ce, [mn light 4 and theſe expreſs CharaQers 
Jud marks of Divinity it bears, which 
axvincingly ſhew whoſe it 1s; ſo as the 
neancſt Chriſtian may know, ang diſco- 
mh | this, without any humane Teſtimony, 
L It is true there needs alſo the in ward 
ifh [tk of the Spirit, to beget a firm and 
1 

| 


l. |\ough perſwafion thereof upon the 
ire ul, Bs, But how do you know you per- 
re; Feluch a light in the Scriptures, as you 
1o- Fakof? Or can you make it appear to 0- 
Jj- Pts that yoy arenotdeceivedthercin? Anſ. 
zus one will diſtruſt their own eyes, though 
gh f1%0 Arguments they can per{ſwade thoſe 
c0- Mare blind, that they really behold ſo 
et, Prious and excellent a light ; But it is 
the Fange and abſurd, to demand a reaſon of 

ale, or for a blind man, to require him 
T, C who 


who ſees, to prove unto him by Arp 
ment, that he certajvly fecs and beho [0 
fuch things. ©. Is not this viſhy ul" 
rut! in a round and circle, from the rip- pl 
ture to the Spitir, {tid trom the Spinty| © 
galti to the Scripture, when thus yo a 
know by thg Spirits revealing the Scip 4 
rare to be th: Wotd of God, and that &s|Þ 
velation to be true by the Scripture? Ad & 
No ground 1s here for any ſuch challeng, 
1: Becauſe we admit no private or pats 
cular Revelation of the Spirit, to afſitt 
us of the Trath* diffetent from what i 
reveled in che Scriprure it ſelf, 2. teu 7 
be ro circle , when it is fo clear, & 
Scripture and Spirit do mutually prot 
one'another, but different ways and nt 
in the fame manner ; for it is by wiy - 
Argument, the Scripture proves the &|® 
rainty of the Spirit, hvIdirig our {ud 


truths, whence we know how tb difetn 
the Spirit ; but effeively, and as an it 
firument doth the Spitit prove the Sctip 
ture, by enabling ro ſee that mb 
vellous light which is therein, 3. 6 
hath been already cleared, there arc A " 
guments of another nature, and ind, 
pendent on the Teſtimony of the Spin 
by which the Divinity of the Scriptit tac 
can be folidly known and demonſirates),. 

[17 ( 


(19, 
*1 Q» Can you know what of the Scrip» 

ture. is Canonical, or that theſe Apocry= 
Ju pha Books, which Proteſtants rejeR, art 
go-part thereof without the Churche's de- 
gon? Anſc, We know, 1. That the(c 
bn were never acknowledged in the Canon of 
9. |the Scripture, by the, Jewiſh Church 


+ 


a God were committed, nor read and ex- 
bf ppanded in their Synagogues, as their 
Mel Bok Ancient. Writers and of greateſt 
©. .\credit amongſt them witneſs, 2. They 
vere not writtenin Hebrew,the language 
| the Church before the coming, of 
Chiiſt, in which-all the Books of the Old 
qiet| fament were generally written, 3, 
ay Though with that ſcvere caution, was 
»* we Ancicnt Church careful to keep the 
| Fupiure, fo as the whole number of 
nrerles and letters there was moſt exactly 
tckoned, and lookt tooz yet none of 
rip eſe Apocryphal Books was ever recciv- 
"4 a, or admittcd by them, 4. By the 
k fmitive Church aftcr the Apoitles, ſuch 
« kj. [$70 not owned in the Canon of the 
4 |$tipture, though by ſome allowed to be 
w” tad for inftruQion of manners, 5. They 
xt: convid of notorious falſhood in many 
+atel faces both of Do@rine and Hiſtory , 
"9: Which all may {ce moſt repugnant to 

| C 3 Truth 


FP kfore Chriſt, to whidfi' the Oracles 'of 


20 ) 
Truth and the Analogy of Faith, Qu. 
But what certainty can the moſt of Pro- 
teſtants have about the Scriptare, while 
they found their Faith on the credit of a 
Tranſlation, that all know to be fallible? 
Anſ. Nothing can be more for moral af- 
ſurance than is hgre, when it is {oclear: 
1. That the truth of our tranſlations, 
though in divers times and different lan- 
guages, yet do all agree in the main and 
ſubſtance. 2. That men have ſolid re& 
lief at their hand, to go into the foun- 
tains themſelves, the original Languages, 
and ſec with their own eyes, if the Trans 
Nations thereof be not faithful and trus 
which by a little pains and diligent uſcof 
helps for ſuch an end, is in every ones 
power to attain. 3. It is not on naked 
words, but on the clear and genuine ſence 
thereof, in whatever Language” held 
forth, that we are to found our Faith; nor 
can anydeny the Scripture truely rendred 
in Engliſh to be the word of God, though 
not in the very ſame Characters jn which 
the Prophets wrote the ſame, 4, Thele 
evidences of the Scriptures Divinity, that 
it enlighteneth the eyes and converts the 


Soul, with its Authority over the Conlſci- | 


ence, we know to be no leſs diſcern 


bly, and conyincing!ly witneſſed in men 
yulga 


in the Greek and Hebrew, 
| * aq; BHP 


Qs, I'S the Scripture of it ſelf a ſufficient 
foundation of Faith, for any pris 

nte- Chriſtian, which according to the 
Rowiſh Do@rine muſt have its Authority 
fom the Church, without whole (anGtion 
and conſent it can be no Scripture, or 
Canonical? Anſ. Theſe are indeed cog- 
cerned to put down allCredit and Atitho- 
tity of this Divine Record, that they may 
he alone Judges i in thcir own Cauſe ; But 
we know, 1. That the Apoſtolick Church 
had no ſuch claim, 2 Cur, 1. 24, Not that 
we bave dominion over your Faith. 2. That 
they did bound their Authority within the 
lmits of the, Scripture ; Gal. 1. 8, Though 
we, or a# Angel from Heaven, preach ang- 
ther dafirine than that we baye preached tg 
ys, let bim be accurſe ed, 23. Thus ſhould 
the Churches witnels be of greater credit 
and weight than the Word of God.. * 4. 
There. is no Authority, cven the Romiſh 
Church can pretend. ro, but what they 
plead from the Scripture ; therelore” it 
cannot_be dependent upon the Church, 
$, Should this be admitted the Chriftizn 
C 3 Cauſe 


0 X Un, VDUCNUTIE, TEAM 
theiſts and Infidels, nor any peſltble acceh 
to convince thele;z for what could that 
Argument of the'Churche's Authority be 
to them, who own no ſuch thing? 6, If 
on this the Scripture be admicted,- on 
Fiith Chould then reſolve on the TcRimo. 
-/ of men, and be'but a hnmane Faith, 
©4, But muſt evcry private Man be his 
own Judge, and not the Church, to put 
what ſenſc he pgleaſeth on the Scripture? 
Anſ. Ir is clear, 1. That there is a pri 
vatc judgiwent of diſcrction'the meanct 
Chrifti.n hath; toknow and diſcern «the 
Truth, that bis ſervice may be Keaſorbk 
ſervice, Rom. 12.17, And his Faith'a th 
tioR.1 a&, For every man muſt prove bis owy 
work Gal. 6:4. 2, Wc deny npt a pub- 
tick and miniſterial judgrment to the 
Church, which in greater and felſer $- 
nads may be paſſcd, where Paſtors and 
Elders are affſembled by the* ordinance of 
Chriſt, though here” no blind qbedience V | | 
impoſed ; fince this only can be according 
to the Law, and 'in purſuance of ir, not 
above it, 3; But to the Holy Ghoſt alope 
fpeaking to ws inthe Scripture,” and tb 


noneclſe, can a Supremacy,  and'a Sovs | yr 


raignty of judgment in matfers of Fajth 
belong 3 Since There is byt iy Eng 
w 


# able to ſave and deſtroy, Jam. 4.12, 
ſnd no power againſt tbe truth, but for it, 
2 Cor, 13. 8. Yu, Arc we not called to 
hear the Church, Mat, 18. 17, and im- 
plicitely rely on its ſentence ? Anſ. That 
command hath reſpet, to Churchecen» 
ſures, and againſt contumacy, but to im= 
gole no implicit obedience -or lubjet the 
Friptures Authority toMen « When it js 
þ cicar, 1. That the furtheii oblervance 
of the Apotile was to be {uch as might nor 
g0 without thc{e bounds, Be ye followers of 
w.s 1 az of Chriſt, 2.This w«reto dipide 
fath and Knowledg from one another, 
wd an exprc(6 contradicing of that, 
1Pet.3 15, To be ready to give a reaſon of 
the faith within ws. to every ove who de- 
wands, © 3. Thus Mcn might be faved 
without b-licving there is « Chriſt, and 
Mlvation 4 ſo they do but bcheve in the 
Pope and Council. 4. Thus many were 
under a nec<ſſity to live and dyc Ichidels, 
i th:y muſt .only hear what the Romiſh 
Church ſays, and not .credit their own 
tyes for what they ſee and read of the 
&ripture themſelves, who in ſome rc- 
wore parts of the Erth, or by a cloſe im- 
pilonmentc:may be ſhut yp, (o as they can 
no polflible converſe with that 


Church, 
C 4 SECT. 


SECT. 6. 


2.1 thare not a Supreme, Viſible; and 
| Infallible Judg placed in theChurch, 
upon whoſe deciſion we may ſecurely ret 
in all matters of Faith and Conſcience! 
Anf. This Article is indeed of gre 
weight to the Romiſh Church; to s 
their whole interelt ſeems to ftand or fall 
accordingly » But it is clear, 1, The 
mult bring another Bible than the Old and 
New Teſtament to prove this, or let us ſet 
the leatt Commiſſion and Warrant that 
'any ſuch Judge hath there, as they pleat 
for: 2, It is molt contrary to the com- 
mand, 1 Thef. 5. 21, Prove all things, aw 
bold faſt that wbich is good. 3, None cat 
deny the Apoſtles were fallible, though 
not in their Dorine, ( being thereinm- 


mediately inſpired by the holy Ghoſt) | 


when ſo ignorant of the Death, Suffenings, 
and ReſurreRion of Chriſiz -and it is (ut 
Peter was far from this Infallibility, whe 
he denied his Maſter,and after he was ca 
firmed, and had thatgſſurance given, thit 


hisFaith ſhould not fail,( which is one grett| 


foundation 'of the pretended Romilh It 


fallibility ) when Pax! withſtood bim toth| 


face,Gal.2.11, 4.This power doth yy” 
| | hy 


Tehallenge over the Gentiles, as being Pe- 


ters ſucceſlor, when it is clear, thet Par 
was thejApoltle of the Gentiles, by the 
wpointment of the Holy Ghoſt, and Pe- 
ters own conlent, Rom. 11. 17, AG, 13. 2, 
Gd. 2.9. $5. And do nor all know, what 


| decrees of Councils have been againſt 


Councils, and Popes againlt Popes. Q#. 
þ not Peter that Rock, on which Chritt 
promiſed to build the Church ? Mz, 10. 
18. Anſ. It 1s there manifeſt, that by 
this was expreily meant the Do&rine, 
and Profeſſion then made of Chrili*s being 
the Son of God z yea, that the ſame pow- 
egiven to Peter was, in as expreſs terms 
given to the reſt of the Apoliles, Mat.18. 
18, Fob, 20. 22, And where it is ſaid, 
Ye are built pon the foundation of the Pro- 
pbets and Apoſtles, Eph, 2. 209. Nodifftcr- 
ence is in the 1-aſt put betwixt Peter and 
thereſt, yet here is the great foundation 
df their Church. £#«. Does it not prove 
ſuch anInfallibility, that che Church is The 
Pillar and ground of Truth, 1 Tim. 3. 15. 
Anſ. We know this was ſaid ot the 
Charch which Timothy was over, that 


'none can {ay was the Church of Rome, or 


evince their peculiar claim thereto be- 


'yond other Churches 3 but if the leatt 


ground were tointer an Infallibility from 
| this 


Ms, zould then reſpect..the Chure 

over which Timothy was ; ,1 mean the 
multitude of Believers there, avd not the 
Leaders thereof, when the wards art 
thus, that thou maiſt know How #0 bebary 
in tbe honſe of God, which is the ground and 
Fillar of aruth : But as here is ſhewed the 
fiability and fixcdnels of the Chriltia 
Church, unto which the Oracles of God 
were committed ,, .no polhbble zcaloni 

can be thence, for an Intzllibility to any 
Church on the Eaxrth, ©. Is then ng- 
thing evident from the Scripture, to ſhey 
2 dift:rcace betwixe Peter arid the welt 
the Apoſtles, as to his Prffideuce, 2d 
that the M»narchie of the Church ws 
etiabiiſhcd in his peefon ? Anſ.. We find 
tis was cxpicly prohibited by JclusChrif 
to the whole Apoliles, without exccption, 
that no ſuch abſolute Authorzaty -(hould 
be by any of them claimed. | Mat, 28.46 
Be ye #1t called maſters, for one's. yourme- 
fter even Chriſt : Bur if any ſhadow wen 
tor this, it might (ecm more applicable 
to Paul, when he faiths Beſides theſes the 
care of all the: Churches came upon me, 2 Cu. 
£1.28, I think, if this had been, aide 
Peter ,, the Ramilh- writers would have 
made a firange noiſe; as if they had found 
ene demonſtration for all, to fecure that 
znterct}, SECT, 


SECT. 75. 


9, Het can the Scripture alone be a 
B (ufficient Rule of our Faich, and 
to decide- controverſies (im the Church, 
withoor the-help of UnwrittenTraditions? 
&yſ. It is; 1. Bicauſe the alone way'tor 
king faved is in foll»wing what is writ- 
in «there, Fob. 20. 31, 'Theſe things are 
mitten, 'that you may believe. that Jeſus [2 
the Chriſt, 'and that believing you mig bt have 
bfe rbrough bis'name.- 2. bis a tyll and 
fafficient Rule containing all things nece{@ 
ſry, both 'to believe and dos 2 Tim. 3. 
15. From a Child thou haſt known the boty 
driprures,, which are able ts make thee wiſe 
weo ſalvation , through faith which is in 
(if Feſt: Yea, is there ſhewed to bc 
Profitable for dofirine, for reproof, for -cor- 
lion, for inftruttion in righteouſyeſy z, that 
the may of 'God may be perfelt , tbrogobl 
famiſhetl "unto all good works, 3, It Tow 
preſſly againſt the Scripture to impoſe any 
human Traditions on' the Church, for ſub- 
{Qing -onr Faith thereto. Dem, 4. 2. 
Tir hats not add to the words which 1 com:- 
and thee,” '@x. But doth-not the Apo- 
file command ro hold faſt the Traditions, 
vhcther -by Word or Epillle delivered to 
us? 


US * DeJ. 2. 19. : G 
ed, 1, That the .Apoltolick Authority, 
whether in ſpeaking, or writing, ws 
the ſame, and that to both the Church lin 


{was to give the ſame credit. 2.; Tha|mc 


what was taught -from che. Apoſtle by 
word, was the very {ame delivercd by E 
piſtle; but thence can be no ground fr 
a recciving of theTraditions of cheChurg 
of Rome, which arc things not. only di 
ferent from the Scripture, but moſt vil 
bly contrary thereto, when ncither Scrip- 
tuce, Reaſon , nor Antiquity, diſcova 
their being delivered by the Apoſiles 
Qs. Is.not the Infallibility of Ocal, Trady 
tions ſuch as cannot: poſlibly deceive, 
whereby the Chrittian Faith , , and true 
{ence ot the Scripture hath been deliveze 
down from; hand to hand, and tromone 
age to another? Anſ, To. this of: late 
doth .a past,:of. the Romiſh Church fl, 
though nothing more vilibly repugnant 
to®Scripture and Realon, it, men would 
but open their eyes, to ſee, 1, That no 
more ſure, /"ang.; plain. delivery of the 
Truth can be to us by ſpeakiog than by 
writing; nor can itbe poſlibly judged hoy 
a certainty ;of the ſeace ot their trade 
tional Dodrive;ſhould be mgxe, than that 
of the Scripture, 2. This-were to relolye 

out 
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ws our Faith, not on the Teſtimony of God 
wurdh lip his Werd, but 'on what the Fathers 
That nd Forefathers have told to the Children, 
e by|udin effe&, to paſs from all certainty of 


-Ithe Chriſtian Faith, and to deny that Do- 


drige of Chriſt, and way of bring eter- 
mlly ſaved, which with moft convincing 
aidence' and plainnel(s, is delivered to us 
nthe'Scripture, 3. We may know how 


«| fx Tradition in a few Ages differs from it 


kl, and hath been the riſe of ſuch fabu- 
lous Romances the 'World is full of, a- 
bout matters of faq, from former times; 
ja how oft the Church hath been almoſt 
ſwallowed up of ignorance and error: fo 
that if one would trace back that Do» 
drine of the Divinity of Chriſt by Tra- 
dition, they ſhould go near to loſe the 
ſcent when it @ame to Athanaſiws*s time, 
whilt the whole Chriſtian World ſeemed 
to be' Arrian, Du. Is there not (ome re- 
a neceſſity of Tradition, when the Scrip- 
ture is not ſufficient to refute all Hercfi:s 
inthe Charch ? Aſc Can it be poſlible to 
underſtand Herefies but as they are a» 


*| gainſi the Scripture, or how to have ano- 


ther conception thereof, and yet that not 
lufficient for their refutation?chis is,I con» 
ks, a Do@rine meet for ſuch who can 
make contradictions mect and agree at 
heir pleaſure, SECT, 
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2-. [ave we not ſafe and unanſwers 

ble ground, from the antiquity 
the Romich DoGrine, and its long con» 
tinucd ſucceſſion, to found an infallibk 
aſſurance of its Truth? Anſ. None cu 
deny theſe, 1. That the Scripture- is the 
truclt Antiquity, and what is not accord- 
ing to this, is a novelty brought in on 
the Church, 2; That the riſc and pede- 
gree of the Man of Sin muſt be tracd 
back to the very times of the Apoſiles, in 
his beginning to work , whoſe gradual 
breakivg-up did then haſten to a more 
full appearance, 3. But it is molt clear 
alſo that the Primitive Church for ſome 
Ages, knew no (uch (Tg. Popery, in 
fo horrid a corrupting of the Chriltian 
Dodrine, that attcr followed ; nor what 
an Univerſal Biſhop, and his Infallibility 
meaned,. ©. But can any evidence b: 
\ found from theſe tirſt times of the Chii- 
ftian Church, that will import a contra- 
dicing of the Popiſh DoGtrine as it is 
now profciled ? Anſ. There are no acci- 
dents where the thing it {elf hath no be- 
ing, nor could theſe poſſibly write 
gain(t Popery, in ſuch heads as the _ 
Infal- 


Infalfibility, the worſhip of Images, and 
Gints, &c. Betore they were once 
brought to light 3 bat by undeniable con« 
ſequence it is clear, they held the Scrips 
ture to be the alone Rule, and foundation 
of the ChriftianFaithgtherefore not thcRo- 
miſh Church;and that the Counſel of God 
was clearly revealed in the fame, there- 
fore not to be ſhut up as the fountain of 
error ; Yea, that there are but two pla- 
ces after death, without the leaſt touch, 
or mentioning of fuch a thing as Purga« 
tory. * This allo was the known Doctrine 
of the firſt times, that Faith in Chrif& 
was the alone way of Salvation, theretore 
hot by our ow12 merit, 


SECT © 


&%]5 not the Doctrine of Merit, for 
which the Romiſh Church ſo much 
contends, agreeable to the Scripture, and 
ſuch as we may ſecurely reſt upon ; That 
then by their 0yn Righteouſneſs, . and the 
merit of Works may be ſaved? Arſe It 
sc'ear, we muſt go to Heaven by Merit, 
though not our own 3, yea, that upon the 
exiQeft terms of Juſiice, it's due to him, 
who hath paid the price to the utmoſt va- 
ue, that none of his purchaſe be lolt; but 
£9 


to us is only of Grace: Nor can ſuch 
Works be meritorious, where, 1, We 
owe all, and can do nothing which is not 
a debt upon us, being Not owur own, but 
bought with a price, 1 Cor. 6.17. 2. Wheat 
no equality, proportion, or ſuitableneſ; 
can be betwixt the Work and the Re. 
ward; as is clear, 2 Cor. 4. 17. Rom. z, 
IS, 3+. Which at the bcſ have ſome ſpot, 
and ſtair. ſtill cleaving thereto, and come 
fo ſhort to anſwer what the Law requires, 
Iſa. 64, 4. Butt we are all as an wnclean 
thing, and all our righteouſneſs as filthy rags, 
4+» This all may fee, is moſt direQtly con- 
trary to the Scripture, Rom. 11. 6. If by 
grace, it is no more of works, otherwiſe grace 
# 10 more grace, Rom. 4. 4. Now to bin 
that worketh is the reward. not reckoned of 
grace, but of debt, but to him who work:th 


#o0t, but believeth in him who juſtifieth the 


#ngodly, bis faith is counted for righteouſ:- 
neſs; and chap. 3- 28. Wherefore we con- 
clude, that we are juſtified by faith, without 
the deeds of the Law, Qu#. Yer may not 
ſome in an unconvertcd {tate deſerve a 
conferring of Grace upon them, by put- 
ting themſclves forth to the utmolt for 
their own Converſion, which the Ro- 
miſh Church calleth the Merit of congrui- 


ty? Anſ. From the Scripture it is _ 
enal 
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that before renewing Grace, all are the 
Children of wrath, who of themſelves, 
cannot frame their thoughts to that which 
is good, nor have ſo much as Jn aGiive 
concurrence for ſuch a change, 2 Cor. 3. 
s. And that the alone cauſe which ma- 
keth one to differ from another, is that, 
Rom, 9. 15. 1 will bave mercy, on whom I 
will bave mercy : So as no plea can be for 
Merit, by any improvement of mens na- 
tural abilities Q#x. But are not theſe 
works of the regenerate, which follow 
ſuſtification 3 ſuch as may deſerve etcrnal 
life, not from the Imputation of Chriſts 
kighteouſneſs, but from their own intrin- 
ick worth, and proportionableneſs to the 
Reward, which is called the Merit of con- 
dignity ? Anſ. This were to ſubvert the 


| whole contrivance of the Goſpel, which 


$a judicial transferring of our fin, as a 
&t, on Chriſt the Surety, and of his 
kighteouſneſs and Merit,to be imputcd to 


lo us, for our Juſtification, without any 
rlpe& to works 3 and laycth down the 
ery (ame way of life tv us, which was 


* | the Covenant of 'Works , as is clear, 


1G, 5.21. Qs. Is not Heaven held 


[nth as a Reward; (o as our works do 


erit by bargain, and covenant ? Mat. t5. 
I; Anſ, No Reward ol d<cbt can be fohnd 
D there, 


34 
there; as that which is in Rri& Jaſtice 
due, but to ſhew, it is only of Grace, 
and no proportion betwixt that which is 
given, and their working : We fee thek 
who came in at the laſt hour, had th: 
fame meaſure with them who hy 
wrought all the day, Mat. 28.9. Nor ca 
any Merit be in that claim, and reckon- 
ing z the greatcſt 1:bourer muſi Rill (ay, 
when he hath done all that he can, The 
be i but an nuprofitable ſervant, Luke 17, 
Io, Qs. Is ut not promiſcd, Rev, 3,4, 
That tome ſhall walk with Chriſt 
white, becauſe they are worthy ? Ad 
There it is clear, the Lord doth account 
them ſo, whom he hath accepted in hi 
Son, and for whoſe ſake alone it is. 1C, 
4+ 7. For who makes thee to differ from ans 
ther, and what haſt thow which thou baſt 
received? then if thou didſjt receive it, 1 
doſt thou glory, as if thou hadſt not veceived? 
Bu, Is there not an undoubted neceſlityd 
works here, cven in order to /alvation! 
Anſ. We know this is the way, in whicd 
God hath commanded us to walk, ( 
our attaining Salvation. 2+. Thougi 
they be not cauſes of our Juſtification, jt 
are they neceſſniily required in the ub 
zje&, and perſon juſt fi-d, as the inſepa 
b!c fruits of juſtifying Faith, and by whid 


| 
| 
{ 


it is made evident to others, Fam. 2. 16. 
34- They are of ſingular uſe, for a Chri+ 
1] ftians comfort and affurance. 4. They 
ie bring much honour to God, fob. rg. 8. 
thel But 1t 15 ſure, nothing can be more clear, 
kl than the DoGtrine of the reformed Church 
is in aflertiog this. 


cat 

"= SECT. 196, 

po Qu. Jit there be no humane SatisfaQion 
ſ and Merit, what ſafe adventuring 

y- can there be on the overmeriting of 

Aol ſome for others; and that great Trea- 

Ws ſure, in the Church of Rames hand, from 
hi the works of Sxpererogation , whereon 


their continued Abſolutions and Indul- 
gences do depend ? Anfſ., So horrid an Im- 
tx Poſture may let us fee, what it is to be 
| given up unto a firong delufion : When 
dj] it's ſo clear, 1. That the wiſe Virgins, 
could ſpare no oyl out of their lamps to 
others, Mat. 25. 9. 2. That Every oze 
tauſt prove bis own work,, and bear bis own 
burthen, Gal. 6.6, 23, If we credit the 
fulncſs of Chriſts Satisfaction, and its In+ 
bnite value, as the Scripture holas ic 
forth. Heb. 10, 14, Who by one offering 
bath perfefed, for ever, theſ: who are ſan- 
Gified 3 and Heb. 7.25. That is able to ſave 
D 2 0 
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to the utmoſt ; then no poſſible uſe can be al« 
edged, for this ſupply of humane Satis- 
faction; 4. Let men but exerciſe Reaſon, 
and conſider , how this poſlibly can be 
known, that ſuch an overplus of Merit is 
ſure, or more than they need themſelves; 
and where any Rule can be found, which 
the Scripture never ſhewed, how to apply 
the ſame, or in whoſe hand this truſt isto 
be put.Q#.Is not the SatisfaGtion of Chiiſt 
with re{pe& only to the guilt of mortal 
ſins, -and to free us from an eternal pu- 
niſhment, but not of what is temporal? 
therefore we ſee a filling up of what is be- 
hind of the Suffcrings of Chriſt for his bo- 
dy, which is the Church, Col. 1. 24. 
Anſc 1, Tt is from the Scripture clear, 
that Jeſus Chriſt made a perfe Reconci- 
liation for fin, Dan.9. 24. Col. 1.19. Ard 
no mite left for us to pay, by him, who 
anſwered the full price, - 2. What the A- 
poſtle there ſhews, none can aver, wasof 
Chriſts expiatory (ufferings; but to ſhew 
that as his ſufferings were the price of out 
Redemption; ſo were they a feal and 
witneſs to the truth, oh. 18.37. In 
which reſpect the Saints alſo have their 
ſhixe in all follovving ages, to fill up the 
ſufferings of Chriſt, in his body vvhich is 
che Church, as a teſtzmony to the Truth, 
vyhich 
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37 
which the great Witneſs himſelf did ſeal, 
and confirm with his blood, who before 
Pontius Pilate gave a good Confcllion, 
9s, Yet may not this warrant ſuch plc- 
nary Indulgences, and Abſolutions of 
the Romiſh Church;z and a power to ap- 
ply. the Merit of others, which is fo ex. 
preſs? Foh. 20.23, Whoſoever ſins ye re- 
mit, ſhall be remitted ? An. It is a fad com- 
mentary, Which deſiroyeth the Text , 
which here hath reſp«& to Church-Cen» 
(ures, and is to (hew that ſpecial Autho- 
tity the Miniſters of Chriſt are cloathed 
with, and impowered by their Maſtcrs 
commiliion, to declare fanners bound, or 
boſed from their fins, according to the 
rule of the Word, in a right application 
thereof, and the validity of that declara- 
tive ſentence, thus enſured, as they fol- 
bw the command, and rule given for the 
lhme in the exerciſe of Church-Diſci- 
plinez but not the leaſt ground is here, 
br any ſuch plenary Indulgences they pre- 
tad, or to abſolve and rclicyc Souls out 
af Purgatory, 


ZY 
S4ACT. 10. 


2:5 there not clear ground al(o for the 
Dodrine of Purgatory, whereon 

ſo great-ſireſs of many of the Romiſh 
principles moſt viſibly lyes, that though 
there be an acquittance from eternal 
death for the truly penitent, yet is there 
a place after this lite, where they muſt for 
a time be tormented, and ſuffer theſe 
pains of Purgatory, to expiate venial 
fins, which their Prayers and Penances 
here could not do? Arſ. The Scripture 
hath revealed no ſuch thing, but thence is 
K clear; 1. That fin, by the blood of 
Chriſt only can be expiated, and is his + 
lone work, who hath purged our fins 
himſelf, Heb. r,3. 2. That forgivenels 
from the Lord to. theſe who repent, is 
with no reſerve of verial fins, or a tem- 
poral puniſhment for theſe to ſatishe ju- 
tice, Ezck, 10. 20, All his tranſgreſſims, 
which he bath committed, ſhall not be mes- 
tioned, Heb.8. 12, I will be merciful t 
#bcir unrighteonſneſs , and their ſins, an 
mniquities, I will remember no more, 3. From 
the Scripture, we can know only a two 
fold ſtave of men, after this life, Job. 3. 
36, Andtwo ways that wonringey lead 
there 


hereto, Mat. 7. 14, Strait ts the way that 
kadeth unto life, and the way to deſirutiion 
lroad, 4. The Apolile ſheweth, that no 
niddle place is betwixt the Saints being 
uncloathed, and cloathed upon,2 Cor.5.1 2, 
5, The converted Thief found no Purga- 
tory by the way, -who had no Penances; 
nor Church-Indulgences, to lead him by 
the (ame, it the Infinite Merits cf Chriſt 
were not ſufficient for all: In a word, 
this doth manifeſtly charge God with In- 
jaſtice, as exaQing double Satisfaction for 
fin, one from Chriſt, the other from the 
ſnner. ©. But doth not the Apoſile 
hew there 15 a being ſaved, yet fo as by 
ice? 1 Cor. 3. 15. Av. Nothing can be 
more plain, if any will read that Scrip- 
ture, than that there is a figurative ex- 
preſſion, and the ſame with, v. 13. The fire 
hall try every mans work, Which none can 
expound to be Purgatory, but that not 
vithout temporal loſs, fo as to have their 
work burned , theſe ſhall eſcape. 2. 
Are not ſome ſuch venial fins, which 
z temporal puniſhment may be ſufficient 
0 expiate, and therefore ſuch griets, and 
nuns do follow {1a here as might evince a 
Purgatory after this? Arf. It is (are, 
l. that the wages of fin is death, Rom. 6. 


AR And no difference there is ſhewed, 
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betwixt venial and mortal fins. 2, If 
full acquittance from the guile, and pun. 
iſhmenr of fin be by Jcſus Chriſt, and.that 
he hath payed the whole price, no Satiſ« 
fadQion to Juſtice can be of any uſe for tem- 
poral puniſhment, 3. Ir isclear the moſt 
ſharp chaſtiſements of the Saints in this 
life are for healing, and no effect of Vin- 
dicive Juſtice, nor can give the leaf 
ground to plead for any human SatisfaQi- 
on, Or ſuch a thing as Purgatory afcer this 
lite, 


SECT.- 13 


2«.]s there 0o Scripture- warrant, for 

the Romiſh Maſs, which they hold 
to be a real, external Sacrifice propitiato- 
ry for the living and the dead, and thit 
whercin the body of Chritt is really offter- 
ed up? Anſ. Itisthence clear, 1. That 
not the leaſi footſtep of a Sacritice, or of 
Chrilts offering his Body and Blood, wi 
in the fiſt inſtitution of the Euchariſ, 
nor in theſe Offices given tothe Church, 
of Apoltles, Pattors, Teachers, &c. Rom. 
12. 6, 7,8. 1Cor, 12.28, Is there men+ 
tion of any ſuch, as a ſacrificer of Chil 
Body. 2, No external Sacrifice can K 


now under the New Teſtament, theſe up 
a 
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the Law being only typical of that 
which was accompliſhed in J:ſus Chriſt, 
who off:red himſclt but once, Heb.S, 27, 
And by this one offering bath perfefied for e- 
wer them that are ſantiified, Heb. 10. 18. 
Soas this denics the perfection of Chrilts 
Offering, and his everlaſting Prieſthood, 
3, 'No Sacrifice can be propitiatory which 
$ without blood, ſince without that There 
ww remiſſion, Heb, 9. 22. 4+. It is clear 
in a true Sacrifice, the thing ſacrificed 
mult be deſtroyed in the ad of (acriticing, 
which none dare {3y ofthe bleſſed Body of 
Chrilt z nor can it be conceived how a re. 
petition of the Offering up ofChriſt ſhould 
really be, and not of his Sufferings alfo, 
9. Can it be denyed but ſome Offcrings 
we even under the New Teſtament unto 
God? Anſ. We know in the Lords Sup- 


- | per there are Offerings of praiſe and love, 


with a ſolemn commemoration of Chriſts 
death, but no external Sacrifice there, or 
the leaft ſhadow of ground fronf the 
Scripture for it. Q#. Did not Melchize.. 
deck offer Bread and Wine, who was the 
Prieſt of the moli High God ? Gen. 14,8. 
Anſ. His bringing it forth to Abraham is 
there ſhewed, but nothing to ſhew his Oft- 
ering of it, or what could give ground 
for that Idolatrous ſervice of the Maſs, 
though 


ough on this they lay its greate 


weight. 2s. Are there not Pricfis now 
in the times of the Goſpel, as there was | 


under the Law? Anſ, We know, there is 
one only eternal High-Prieſt, who is ſuch 
as can have no ſ{ucceſſour; and it is clear, 
Heb. 7.26. That the Prieſt, and Offerer 
under the New Teſtament, ſhould be holy, 
wndefiled, and ſeparate from ſinners, which 
I judge they dare not own : But what do 
they mean thereby, fince it muſt either be 
to repeat over again Chriſts Sacritice, 
which is impoſſible and blaſphemous, or 
to repreſent what was then done by him, 
which is a Sacrament, and no Sacrifice; 
yea even in this are they manifeſtly di 
vided to give an account, wherein the 
aQtion of ſacrificing conſiſts, whether in 
the words of conſecration, This is my body, 
or in putting it on the Altar, ©. How 
bad foever this be, yet may not tome be 
prelent there with a ſafe Conſcience , 
whebt no evilis intended F Anſ; We ought 
not from theſe grounds: 1. The {candal, 
and offending of our Brother, which is 
not to be judged from our intention, but 
from what is manifeſt to others in our do- 
ing ſuch a thing. 2, The hardening of 
Papiits in their way, this being a ſpecial 
{ymbol of their profeſſion, whereby they 
are 
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+ lnediſcerned. 3. It werean obvious dif- 


:mulation before God, and with the ad- 
verſary in that profeſſed communicating 
with them in an external part of wor- 


ſhip. 
$ECT. 13. 


9.15 it not an eſſential of the Chriſtian 
Religion, and clear from the Word, 
that ſuch a preciſe number of Sacraments 
s, and neither more nor fewer than Se- 
yen, as is the DoErine of the Romiſh 
Church? Anſc It is indeed an eſſential 
of their Religion, but ſuch as could never 
hew. its warrant from the Bible, where 
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Two Sacraments only can be found, of 
Chriſts appointment, Baptiſm and the 
Lords Supper, as having theſe requilites to 
a Sacrament of the New Teſtament: 1. An 
external viſible clement. 2; That it be 
of expreſs Divine Inſtitution. 3, To 
havea promiſe of Grace and Pardon an- 
nexed thereto, which is nor only fignt- 
hed, but offered and ſealed to all who 
rightly partake thereof. 4. That it be 
perpetual unto the Worlds end. ©. Are 
theſe other Five Sacraments of the Kumiſh 
Church but of humane invention, to wit. 
Confirmation , Penance , extreme Undion, 


Orders, 
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Orders, and Marriage ? Anſ. Since Di-$ri 
vine Worſhip muti be underitood accord. by 
ing to the Rule given us by the Lawgiver, 

it isclear, theſe have not the leaſt impreſs þ 
of a Divine appointment thereon. Qu,þ 
Is uot Confirmation an ancient Practice of 
the Church? Arſ, It was a cuſtom of 
the Church in the Primitive times, to þ 
bring Children Baptized, after they came þ 
to ſome years, betore the Church, and put 
them in mind of their Baptiſm, and en- | 
gagements they were under in it, which 
they now turn into a Sacrament , and ſi 
therewith uſe Chriſm, which is Oil mix- þ 
cd with Balm, putting it on the tforche 

in the foim of a Croſs, with theſe words, 
I fign and confirm thee with theChrilm of 
Salvation, giving them a blow on the | 
face, with other fooliſh rites, by which 
they lay the fulneſs of the Holy Ghoſt is 
given : But how this 1s a Sacrament, or 
by vvhat Inſtitution ordained, or vyhat 
promiſe of Grace and Pardon is annexed 
thereto, muſt be ſought el!{eyvhere than 
from the Bible, Qy«, But is not Penances 
a part of Repentance, and a vilible fign 
thereot ?- Anſ; The publick protefiion of 
Repentence, tor publick ſcandalous fins, 
isa duty z but no ſuch outvvard {1gn vvas 
eyer infiituted in the Word, as Whipping, 
Pil- 


-Frimage, &c, Yea nothing more con- 
thereto, than their declared mean» 
of this, to be a SatisfaQtion to juſtice, 
Compenſation of the wrong done un- 
«$God thercby ; nor can they agree, a- 
mg themſelves, about the ſacramenta- 
ſthercof, if the form be ia the ac of 
x Pricfis Abſolution, or not. Dx. Are 
t Marriage and Orders unquetiionably 
Divine appointment? Anſ, None will 
ny that Marriage, and theie Ofhces ap- 
inted by Chritt in his houſe, haye 
it Warrant in the Scripture, but not 
Sacraments; yea 1s it not amazing 
w the Romiſh Church ſhould aflcre 
w, while they maintain the uſe of theſe 
Kraments to be neceſſary to Salvation, 
when alLof their Church arc by their own 
brine excluded from one ot them, the 
ole Laity from Orders, and the Cler- 
yfrom Marriage. £2. Is not this clcar 
wound for extreme Union, Fam. 4.14. 
which with the Oyl of Olive they a= 
int divers parts of the bodtes cf theſe 
0 are in death-bed, with ſuch words, 
mnoint ſuch a place, that wherein thou 
i ſinned, thou mayelt be forgiven? 
iſ. For what the Apolile there men- 
ns; 1. The recovery of the ſi:k Per- 
[is evidently intended 3 but this ©x- 
Tree 


covery of the party be paſi hope, 2.T 
health there promiſed was miraculoy 
anſwering to that time, when the Fit 
of Miracles was in the Church, and ter 
porary, for ſuch as had the extraordir 

gift of healing, though for the Elder 
the Church praying over the Sick, thoug 


not having {uch 4 gift now, we deny 


its perpetual nlc, 


SECT. 14 


Dn. Ath not that great Article of 


the Romiſh DoGtrine, Tranſub 
ſtantiation,a clear warrant in the Scripture 
that Chriſts bodily preſence in the Sacr 
ment, is ſuch, as the whole (ubſtarcec 
the Bread and Wine there, in the aRol 
Conſecration, is turned into the (ubſtanc 
of his Body and Blood ? Anſ; It is maxi 
feſt, 1. That it could be no more a Sicti 
ment, it the ſign ſhould be turned iatc 
the thing ſignified, 2, Ir is expreſlyt 
deny the real Body of Chriſt, and that he 
did viſibly and locally leave this World 
Whom the Heavens muſt contain wntil ii 
time of the reſtitution of all things, Ad} 
Ii. 3. Itis molt directly contrary to the 
Scripture, Where it is {o evident, 
il 


treme Undion is not uſed, until the x 


qs 


i cheBread and Wine remain till the fame 
v after the Conſccration,. 1 Cor. 11.26, So 
oft 4s yore eat of this Bread, &c, And Let 8 
ih Man examine bimſelf, and ſo let him eat of 


ibis Bread, 1 Cor. 10. 16, The Bread which 
we break, #s it not the Communion of the Bo- 
dy of Chriſt? Yea, Atis 2. 46, Where the 
partaking of the Sacrament is called the 


| Breaking of Bread, in all which it is moſt 


expreſly ſhewed 'to be (till Bread, 4. Itis 
clear that Jeſus Chriſt as Man, cannot 
be in divers places at once, nor his Body 
at the ſame time in Heaven, and upon 


| Earth in the Hoſt, being Made like unto us 


in al things, ſin only excepted, Heb. 2. 17. 
$. This is to ſubj<& the bleſſed Body of 
Chriſt, now in a glorified Rate, to the 


| greateſt ignominies, (uch as to go into the 


belly, to be caten by his enemies, to be 


7 fioln, yea to be deſtroyed by rats and 0+» 


ther beaſts, the very conceiving of which 
ſhould cauſe horrour. Q#. Are not theſe 
the very words of Inlticution, when Je- 
ſus Chriſt tock the Bread, This is my Body? 
Anſ. They are, but nothing more uſual 
in Scripture, than ſuch figurative expref- 


1 tions as this is, to ſhew the ſacramental 


Union betwixt the Bread and Chrilſts Bo- 
dy, as 1 Cor. 10. 1, The rock was Chriſt, 


Job, 15.1, I am the irue vine; which I am 


ture 


ſure none can take in the literal ſenſe: 
But 1 confcls, ſuch need rivt fear to loſe 
their cauſe, who from the Churche's Au- 
thority, can. make void Scripture, Senſe, 
and Reaſon at once. ©w, Whercin doth 
this contradict S:nſe, or Reaſon ? Anſ.t 
exprefly (ſhews, 1. That we muſt not cre- 
dit our own eyes, and that all who were 
witneſſes of the Miracles of Chriſt, could 
have no certainty thereof by their ſight, 
though theſe were given to confirm the 
Truth unto mens fcnſes. | 2. That the 
accidents of Bread and Wine, ſuch as co- 
lour, taſte, &c. can remain without their 
Subjet. 3.That the ſame numerical Bo- 
dy ſhould be in (0 many places at once, 
which is in effeq, to deny the Body of 
Chriſt to bz humane and hnite. Q#. Is 
not that Article of the Romiſh Faith + 
greeable to the Scripture, that taketh a- 
way the Cup from the People, in the Ew 
chariſt? Anſc If the written Word can 


have any weight, it is then ſure; how |{ 


contrary this is to the Inſtitution, and 
command of Jeſus Chriſt, Mar. 26, 27, 
Which in thele words is expreſs, Drink 
ye all of it. 2, To the Command, and 
Rule given us by the Apoſtle, 1 Cor.1 1.23. 
Let a man examine bimſelf, and ſo let bim 
eat of this Bread , and drink, of this cup 
whic 


EE_ESTSX z-=X 


which hath there a reſpe&t to ail who 
have cauſe for ſelt-cxamination. 3. Doth 
ſo far fruſirate that great end of the ap- 
pointinent of the Lords Supper, for com- 
memorating his death and ſufferings, So 
oft as you eat of this bread, end drink cf this 
ep, ye ſhew forth the Lords death till be 
ame again : hnce it is clear, they cannor 
wight celebrate the memory thereof, 
who partake not of that part of the Sa- 
cament, whereby we commemorate the 
fuſion of Chriſt's blood. 4. Though in 


- Ithe fixltt adminittration, by Jefus Chriſt 


timſelf, the receivers then were Apofiles; 
ſet is it manifeſt, that in this he did enter 
the whole Chriſtian Church in poſſeſſion 
« ſuch a priviledg, in that very manner 
ie gave it, and not the leaſt ſhadow for 
bis ceſtriction to be found. 


SECT. 15. 
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WES there not ſafe warrant, for the 
worſhipping God, under a vilible 
preſentation, and in an Image according, 
| the praice of the Romiſh Church ? 
ſ: It is not their practice only, but 
fefled DoGrine and Principle , that 
Images of the Trinity arc not for a 
(et up, but for Religious adoration, 
E Which 


O 
which is 4 moſt dire violation of the 
moral Law: Demut, 15. 8. Ton ſhall 10t make 
wnto your ſelf any graven image, or the ſimi. 
litude of any thing, #0 bow down toit. 2.1t 
is to change the glory of the Inviſibk 
God, znto the likeneſs of a funful creature, 
Rom. 1. 8. Which none can deny to be 
the grofſeſt Idolatry. 3, Is a molt ex. 
preſs breach of the Command, which for- 
bids al! ſerving the truc God, after the 
mauner which the Heathens uſed infſer- 
ving their Idols, Deut. 12.30, 31, Take 
heed to thy ſelf., that thou be not ſnared, by 
arking bow theſe nations did ſerve their gods, 
thou ſhatt not do ſo to the Lord thy God; 
which is not, thou ſhalt not do to to theſe 
Idok, but-not in that manner to the true 
God as they did to their Idols. 4, There 
can be no poſlible repreſenting the Inhnite 
and invitible God, by any outward t- 
{cmblance, To whom will ye liken me? Iſa, 
46. 15. And therefore, when the Lay 
was given, Dent. 4.12. The People Heard 
g voice, but ſaw 1» ſhape, Icfi-thereby they 
ſhould take occalion co repreſ. nt him by 
anyexternal Image. 5. How great a fin 
it is CO conceive , or imagines in out 
hearis, that the-glorious God is like any 


thing, how excellent focver we think i} 
is clear, Afri7. 29, Qv. But can thi 
charge 


charge the Romiſh Church with Idolatry, 
fince they do not fix, or terminate their 
worſhip on the Image, but on what is thus 
repreſented? Anſ; It is no ſubtil diſtinRi- 
ons will acquit before the Lord, and at 
the bar of his Word, what he hath ſo cx- 
preſly condemned , when it is clear, 
1. Fhat not only worſhipping with our 
mind, the Image, but all corporal adora- 
tion thereof, is forbid as idolatrous wor- 
ſhip, Thou ſhalt not bow down thereto, 
2, None will deny but Aaroxs calf, and 
theſe of Ferodoams, were intended for 
the true God; yet their worſhip was mol 
= Idolatry, 3. We find the brazen 
rpent, though an inftituted type, un- 
der the Old Teſtament, - taken down and 
deſtroyed, when once the People begun 
in an idolatrous way to look after it. 
& But is it not lawful to make an Image 

of Chriſt, who is truly Man, for keepio 
up the remembrance of him in our Wor- 
hip? Anſe We may not, 1. Becauſe ex- 
prefly forbid to frame unto our ſelves the 
likeneſs of any thing in Heaven, where 
the bleſſed body of Chrift now is. 2, Since 
both natures in him arc inſeparable, this 
were to fix a repreſcntation in our mind, 
of his manhood only, dividing it from his 
Divinity, and thus give a manifeſt ad- 
2 vantage 


vantage to Arrianiſm. 3. Nothing from 
the Scripture, giveth the leaſt ſhew of 
any ſhape, or lineament of his Body, to 
let us ſee, that under no viſible Image, we 
ſhould ſeek to repreſent him. 4; The 
cruc portraiture of Chriſt crucified we 
have ſet before our eyes in the Goſpel, 
and adminiſtration of the Sacraments, as 
is clear, Gal. 3. 1 Q#. Yet, Is there 
not ſafe ground, for the worſhip of An- 
gels, of the Virgia Mary, and of the 
Saints, fince this is not directed unto 
them as unto God, but in a lower degree ? 
Anſ, God alone is, and ought to be the 
objc«& of Religious Worſhip, which in no 
degree can be given unto any creature 
whatſoever, as is expreſs from the Com- 
mand, Mat. 4. 10, Thow ſhalt worſhip the 
Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve. 
2. All worſhipping of Angels is forbid, 
Col.2.18. Rev. 10.10. 3. Since Religi- 
ous Worſhip is duc to God alone, we may 
in no degree give it to the Virgin Mary, 
or the Saints, fince there is but one Me- 
diator Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Tim. 2.5. Yea this 
were, \o far, to put them in the place of 
God, to a p——_— of his jealouſic, 
Exod. 24. 14. Thou thalt worſhip no 0- 
ther Gods, for the Lord whoſe name is 
Jealous, is a Jealous God, and of this is 

| he 


C53) 
he in a ſpecial way jealous, that none be 
copartners with him io his Worſhip. Qs. 
[5 there then no warrantable uſe of Ima- 
pes? Anſ. The uſe of Images is not fim- 
ply condemned, for we tind ſome in the 
Temple by expreſs Command, though 

they were only Typical, to ſhadow out 

things to be fulfilled under the New Teſta- 

ment : there is a politick uſe of Images ap 

{ lawful-for ornament, and to keep 

the remembrance of friends, ſome hiſto- 

tical and for dorinal uſe, but none ſhuuld 

b: ſet up in Churches, or in the leaſt (ct 

part for religious Worſhip. 


SECT. 26. 


In, 6 there not clear Scripture-warrant, 

why the Worſhip of God in the 
publick Prayers of the Church, ſhould be 
nan unknown tongue, according to the 
Popiſh Dodtrine? Anſ, You have the A- 
poliſes anſwer to this, 1 Cor. 14. 2. He 
tbat ſpeaketh in an unknown tongue, ſpeaketb 
wt unto men. but unto God, for who under- 
lands biz: ? Ta which he (hews, there can 
no viſible communion in ſuch an a& of 
Worſhip, by th:ic to whom it is in an un* 
inown languagt z and let us ſee how it 
wntradics one great cnd of pub'ick wor- 
E 2 ſhip, 


( 54 
ſhip, that fuch can have no real, and 
heart-conſenting therein, which is indi- 
ſpenſibly called tor in that duty of publjck 
Prayer; as we ſec, ver.:16; For, How ſhall 
be that occupieth the room of the unlearned, 
ſay Amen at thy giving of thanks, fince be un- 
derſtands not what thou ſayeſt? _ Is it 
not enough to intruſt Church-guides with 
y”; to whom the people makes their * 

onfeſlion? Anſ. We know no ſuch im- 
plicite relyance taught by the Scripture; 
but their is no cure, where men will ins 
truſt both Religion and Reaſon at once, 
to the diſpoſal of others. 9. Yet, Is 
there not a necellity of ſome implicite re- 
liance on theſe, even in our greateſt inter- 
elts, ſince according to the Romiſh do- 
Qrine none can be aſſured of bis own Sal- 
vation, but what he hath on the aſſurance 
of his Pricſt and Confeſſor ? Arfſi This 
is indeed one of the Romiſh Principles, | ,, 
whoſg great work there, as in moſt f |, 
their D-&cine, the World may ſee, is to |, 
make void the Scripture, and to havew |, 
believe the Pricſt can give that certainty | 
which the Word of God cannot: Butif |, 
this bleſſed Word be true, nothing is more 
clear, than a Chrittians acceſs to be aſſured h 
of his being in the ſtate of Grace, and |, 
that he hath paſſed from death to life, 


1 Job, 
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1 Job. 3. 14. Upon theſe grounds, | 1. Be- 
cauſe, 4 rejoyciug iu tbe hipe of the glory of 
God, is attainable here, as the Apalile 
heweth, Row. 5. 2- 2+» That by the 
works and evidences of Sanctification, a 
moſt firm and infathble affurance, 1s 1n 
this life given to the Saints, 1 Fob.z. 18, 
19, Let ws not love in tangue , neither in 
word, but in deed and wth, and bereby do 
ve know that we are in the truth, and ſhall 
iſſare aur heares before him. | 3, By the te-+ 
limony of the Spiric witn.ſhog wich our 
fpirits, That we are the children of God, 
lom, 8. 26, 4. By that carnclt of the 
pirit in our hearts, I/bereby we are ſealed 
wo the day of redemption, Eph. 4. 30. 
2 Cor. 8. 20, #, Is there nor ground 
br that Articl: of the Romiſh Dine, 
that under pain of damnation, there be a 
Confcflion of the moſt ſecret fins of men, 
jratheir very thoughts, (© far as they can 
remember, unto the Pri: (it, according to 
that, Fam.5.16, Confeſs your faults one 
hbanother ? © Anſ. We fee as much ggound 
tom this, to conkels to the People as to 
the Prieſt, nor doth the Scripture war- 
ant any fuch thing ; but this aſſurance 
ve we, that He wbo confeſſeth and forſak- 
ah bis fins ſhall find mercy, Prov. 28. 10. 
Which none will deny is there mcant unto 
FE, 4 God. 


God ; nor did the Saints in Scripture 
know Auricular Confeſſion, I ſaid, Iwil 
confeſs my tranſgreſſions unto the Lord, and 
thou forgaveſt the iniquity of my ſin, Pal, 
32.5. Though we deny not the duty of 
publick Confeſſion, in the cafe of publick 
and ſcandalous fins ; but if men ſhut not 
their cyes, it may be cafic to ſec, how no- 
thing but a politick intereſt is here, tobe 
thus on the moſt hid, and cloſe counſels 
of men, by ſuch a pretext to keep the 
Conſcience under aw. 


SECT. 17. 

Qz. TD ut how ſhould that plea be an- 

(wered, which the Romihh 

Church hath to prove their R:ligion, 

"from its Unity, Univerſality, and an wnin- 
terrupted ſucceſſion® An. It is I conkls 

ſtrange and aſtoniſhing; when it is ſo clear, 

1, For her Unity, that bilides what 

known difftcrences they are at among 

themſelves in many DoGtrines, they arc 

viſibly divided about the very foundation 

of their Faith, and Infallibility of their 

Church, whether it reſolve on the. Pope 
alone, or on the Pope and a Council, or 
that late found-out Rule ofOral Tradition, 

2. For an Vniverſality, it is eaſie ro know, 
how much more than the one halt, w_ 
ene 
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the Chriſtian Faith is embraced through 
the World, doth not at all own the Sce 
of Rome, And 3. For that Succeſſion of 
their Church, and uninterrupted hne of 
Popes, they will not themiclvcs d-bate, 
how there have bzcn Three Popes at one 
time; yea by what horrid means (ome of 
them got up to that throne, as there great- 
<> writers are forced to confeſs, Yu. But 
is the Apoltacy of that Church tuch,. as 
there is no (afc union and bring faved in 
their Religion? A-f. It Rome bz: that 
(piritual Babylon, Rev. 18.4. as is there 
moſt evident, then is the command per- 
emptory, to Come out of ber, leſt being par- 
takers of ber fins, they be partakers of her 
plagues ; yea ſuch a threatning we may 
read, Rev. 14.9. as (ſhould caute men to 
tremble, who are nor under a (trange 
height of induration; and n»w hioc* the 
breaking vp of fo great a light, and theſe 
clear dilcoveries of the truth, are the I/a- 
ters become bloody, Rev. 16.3. 2+, Though 
the Romiſh Church ia her Ductiine, be 
found viſibly repugnant to the Scripture, 
yet can all chis mike out the charge of 
Antichriſtianiſm, or that the Pop? is the 
Antichriti who is ſo expreſly toreto!d. 
2 Theſ. 2:3, 4 Anſ. To rclol've ſuch a 
thing, it is ſarc theſe arc undemably clear, 
1. That 


x. That the Holy Ghoſt in the Scripture, 
hath been in a more than ordinary way 
particular, in pointing Antichriſt out, by 
ſuch notorious marks and characters, that 
after-ages might know him, if they will 
not ſhut their eyes, and that a moſt exact 
portraicture is there drawn of fuch an ad. 
verlary, what ſhould be his form and 
ſhape, with the manner of his appearance, 
2. Except we deny our Serfes, ig is certain 
that we (ce with our eyes ſuch an one as is 
there ſhewed forth, fo as none ever knew 
the facc of a Mn, by his Picture drawn 
to the life in a frame, better than the 
Church this day may know Antichriſt, 
and that this is he who fo clearly an{wers 
all theſe marks, which in the Scripture 
are given of him; even he, Whoſe coming 
ſhall be after the working of Satan, with all 
power, ſigns, and lying wonders, forbidding 
go marry, and commanding to abſtain from 
meats, which God hath appointed to be uſed 
with thanksgiving, who ſitteth in the Temple 
of God, and exalteth bimſelf above all that 
# caled God, bewitcheth the Kings of the 
earth with bis inchantments, and is drunk 
with the bhod of the martyrs of Chriſt Feſi; 
yea whole Trafhck, and Merchandiſe, is 
not only Gold and Silver, but The foult of 
mn, Kev. 18.13. And can we bc in the 

dark, 
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lirk, ro know or difcover who this An- 
tichrilt is, whoſe Doctrine is Rated in fo 
_ an ——_— to Jeſus Chriſt, and 
the great delign of the Golpel. 3; We 
know Antichrift muſt be alrcady come and 
revealed, elfſc according to the Sccipture, 
that Prophecy can never have its accom- 
pliſhment , lince even in the Apoſiles 
times this Myſtery begun to work, and he 
who for a time did withhold his coming , 
the Heathen Empire of Rome, hath been 
long fince taken out of the way; and as 
the Scripture points his fiſt coming and 
wpearance in the firſt times of the 
Church, fo his laft cloſe and final rujne to 
be near the ſecond coming of the Lord, 
4 It is thus undeniable, that this adverſa- 
ry can be no ſingle perſon, or of a ſhort 
continuance, but is a politick Body and 
Kingdom, ceatrcd, and united in one {u- 
preme Head, and with a ſucceſſion for ma- 
ny ages. 5. It is clear allo, that thefe 
expreſs Marks and Characters given by 
the Scripture for the Churches knowing 
of Antichriſt, could anſwer tono Adver- 
lary elſe, whjch Jeſus Chrilt ever had un- 
der the New Teſtament, cithcr Pagan, or 
Mahumetanr. 9B. Since it is cleat that 
Antichrifts fall muſt be by the Word, as is 
exprefly ſhewed, 2 Thef. 2. 4, hom the 


Lord 


Lord will couſume by the breath of his month, Þ 
can it be now applicable to the Romiſh 
Church, and her ſupreme Head the Pope? 
Anſ. We know, 1. That Antichriſts fall 
according to the Scripture mult be by de- } 
grees, as his riſe was, and not at once, I 
2, What great and extraordinary cfeds 
have been in theſe laſt Ages of the World, 
to recover and clear the Church from An- 
tichriſtian darkiteſs; ſuch as none poſ- [yo 
ſibly can deny : and theſe famous planta» | 
tions of the Goſpel, in Brittain, Ireland, | | 
France, Germany, the Low-Countries, Ge, | 
can to this day witnels where the greateſt 6 
Atheiſts could not but fce the very imme» |! 
diate appearance of God, and ſomething | 
above nature going forth with his Word, | 
if a judicial Rtroke from the Lord have 
pot ſhut their eyes, and fo far ſhut out the | 
uſc of Reaſon, Q#. But do we not (ee Po» | 
pery in a more than ordiuary way now al 
ſpreading, even in theſe parts where are | 
the clearcit diſcoveries of the Truth, and |” 
the Word moſt powerfully preached? | 
Arſ, This needs not be firange, nor does [% 
in the [:aſt juſtle with the begun reign of | 
that intereli by the Goſpel, ( which isa | 
wound zll the Phyſicians of the earth can» | 
nat heal ) if we conſider, 1. That where I" 
the Truth is not reccived in love, it can» 
not 
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t long want ſad and judicial effets, to 
-given up to ſtrong delufions, and 
re is no help where God in his judg- 
nent hardens. 2. Except men ſhut their 
s, it is eaſie to ſee how ſuch as have 
his day fallen off to Popery, arc not upon 
bate, or by arguments to their judg- 
nent imngaged, but the viſible product of 
i licentious time, and from an unuſual 
nowth of Atheiſm and Ignorance, which 
zres the greateſt firength thereto; fo as 
|t is not ſtrange for many to change their 
Religion, who yet never in carneli im- 
iced any. z- It is known what a flave- 
nisexerciſed on mens Souls in that way, 
xyond any hight of the Turkiſh bondage 
wer mens Body, foas there can be no ac- 
«hs to convince, when ſuch as are under 
he Popiſh yoke, may not once come near 
ofce with their own eyes, the mot clear 
lcoveries of the Truth , cither in the 
Eripture it (elf, or any books elſe. 4. Yet 
wwithftanding is a further increaſe of 
light this day moſt diſcernible, and how 


antichrifts Kingdom is (till more darkned 
thereby 3 ſo as they are forced tor gnaw 
teir tongue with pain, who do not ceaſe 
tv oppcle the =_ 3 and in due time it 
vill appear, that n&@advantage the Popiſh 
litere(t hath got, but was a making way 
tor 


for its further fall and ruine. ©s, W 
can be ſeen of outward inducemeatrs, 


ſuch have in the matter of their Religiga) » 


Anſ. Te muſt be a firange cover over men 
eyes, if they ſee not its whole frame a po. 
litick intereſt, the Scripture ſhut up to 
keep the People in the dark, being not a. 
ble co abide the light, and an infallibility 
to ſecure all for keeping them under x 
blind obedience, the doQtrine of Merit 
and Purgatory, a moſt vilible lucrative 
enginez yea is ſuch a Religion where it 
may be ſeen, no rich Man can periſh, if 
his heart will ſerve him tq, part with Sil- 
ver for his Soul , for though he have no 
Merit of his own, there is cnough in the 
Churches treaſure of the Merit of others 
$0 be purchaſcd : It is indeed a {ad Religi- 
on for the poor, whoſe fore Penances 
here, and Purgatory hereafter, muſt make 
up what thcy want to lay out for a ful 
Abſolution 3 and may nor all (ec its con- 
trivance ſuch, as che moſt licentious and 
groſs Can fully ſuit therewith, when th 
they fin at the higheſt ratc, and not fear 
their Soul, fince there js a retreat for all 
to the Popes plenary power for Pardon, 
Qz. Can the Popiſh Religion be ſuch 4 
compound of human policy, and thus ſrt 
med to make men dependent on the — 
| a 
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ſubje& their remporal intereſts to his power, 
then ſo many of the Kings and great men of the 
, do with one conſent give theit\ power to 
wort his Throne? Anſ, I confeſs no reaſon 
4d anſwer this, it ſeems (o ſtrange an infatua- 
pn ; but that we (ze 1t 1s of God, 1n giving them 
far up m his ſecret judgment, and the Scrip 
we herein ſo clear, Rev. 17. 17, For God hath 
it in thtir beart to agree and give their powcr to 
& beift, wntil the words of God be fulfilled 5 and 
hen muſt that alſo rake place, when they irall 
haze the Whore and burn her fleſh; but if ſuch 
4 judicial ſtroke were not, nothing could be 
wre viſibly deſtruftive than this 1s to their 
jywer and intereft. Qs. Wherein can the Popyb 
iMi;gion be deftruttive to the power of Princes, 
ad civil intereſts of a Nation ? Arnſ. From their 
mn Dodrine and Principles, it is undeniably 
dear, 1. That ſuch a Religion as this as teacheth 
the Pope and Rulers of their Church, may de- 
throne Kings, and transfer their Kingdoms to 0- 
hers; can looſe SubjeRs from any Allegiance or 
we to their Prince ; yea thus bind and looſe their 
Conſcience as they find their own intereſt ſtand. 
2. That 1t 1s ſuch a Religion as expreſly exemprs 
al Ecclefraftick Perſons from the Laws of Magi- 
ſtrates 3 ſo as they cannot be judged by theſe yn 
the moſt horrid and notorious crimes, which the 
Cwil Power ought te puniſh, having their Church» 
Immunirties, as a City of refuge for their retreat. 
, A Religion that makes the Magittrate and great 
en of the Earth, ſo dependant on the Pope 
and his Authority, as they can have no power 
to judge, not as Chriſtians, with the judgment of 
diſcretion what 19 right and wrong : But with a 
blind obedience muſt execute what they decree. 
4+ AKkcligion that ſtrikes at the very root of Pic- 


ry 


ty and: Gollinefs, -which: i Is" <A teſ) 
of 'Government, and founds the'ftronge 
tions  ro/all civil -or Spook Duties: 
P power, "yea. of ordinary Prefs, 
dithen ſe with the moſt horrid ats of wick 
Murther, Advlrteries, . Inceſt, 
and hath the:Rates ſtared, ar _— price 
can purchaſe a full. Abſolurion for the fame£ 
a Relig _— a Man 3: 
| to repent. pgeſently for. the moſt haj 
fins, bur: 15 only in the laſt extremgy 
- life. 5. Nonecan I t here is ſucha Rell 
on as viſibly ſubverts ruth and righteouſneſs" 
mongſt men, which 1s the greateſt hr 8 
erſonal Intereſts, when, x avopwedly' warr 
ww rcken both in Oaths-and Words, 
ſuch doubtful tearms to ſwear, as may be 
contrary to the intention of the examiner, © 
an Oath in judgment cannot be-the end. of only 
troverſie. 6, A Religion in its Principles ſo; '< lo 
ſtrudive tro human Society, that it loverh tþ 
prodigies of Cruelty, which we ſhould think 
man nature, tho cor;upt, could not but tremi \ 
at, without being transformed into the. very 
mage of the Devil z ſuch as the French 
Irifh Maſlacres, the Netherland perſecution, as 
der the Duke of Alva, the $ en Inquiſi 
and ''theſe bloody years u veen Mart 
Reign In Englang, do beture oall Bo World wit 
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